
What is the 
Opportunities 
Trust? 
 

�portal for 
individuals with 
personal budgets 
to find support 
services and 
activities to meet 
their needs 
 

�support for  
providers in a 
changing market 
 

�PA directory 
(coming soon) 
 

�bi-monthly 
newsletter 
 

�marketing 
opportunities 
 

�networking 
 

�knowledge 
sharing 
 

�evidencing 
quality 
 

�subsidised 
training events 
 

�preferential  
bookings 
 

�hardcopy 
information packs 
at common 
contact points  
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This is a new NCVO (National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations) Public Service Delivery Network  
publication, written by Jenny Harlock. This report highlights 
some of the key emerging issues and implications of  
personalisation for the voluntary and community sector and 
other social care stakeholders and considers what these 
changes might mean for those involved in planning and  
delivering services and their relationships with statutory 
commissioners.      

 

To view this  
publication  
(pdf 570kb),  
click HERE,  
or go to 
www.ncvo-vol.org.uk and search for Public Service Delivery 
Network articles. There are a number of useful resources 
listed here covering topics of interest to service providers. 
 

STOP PRESS!! 

Visit our website at www.opportunitiestrust.org.uk 

Personalisation: Rhetoric to Reality  Personalisation: Rhetoric to Reality  Personalisation: Rhetoric to Reality  Personalisation: Rhetoric to Reality      

We are pleased to announce that 
the 20 in-house services provided 
by Cambs County Council have 
joined our membership, which is a 
clear indication of a desire to work 
in partnership with other providers 
towards developing a thriving and 
diverse marketplace for users in 
the county. More information will 
follow in the next issue of our newsletter in February.      

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
JOINS THE OPPORTUNITIES TRUST    



 

The Man Who Lost Christmas 
 

Last week, Papworth Trust staged 
two performances of a play entirely  
written, produced and performed by 
service users. 

 

The Christmas musical production 
tells the sad but satirical tale of a man 
who is down on his luck. He is in  
despair because he has lost  
Christmas, and searches in vain to 
find it.  
 

The show features a range of  
colourful characters such as "The  
Villain", a Scrooge-type who wants 
Christmas banned, Desmond Marley 
and his Rastafarian band, punks and 
their henchmen, a turkey seller and 
Mr and Mrs Shopper.  
 

Throughout the story, the character, 
"Conscience", shadows The Man Who 
Lost Christmas to highlight what can 
be achieved and overcome in order to 
enjoy the festive merriment of the 
season.  
 

 

The production has been an exercise 
in confidence building, teamwork and  
overcoming obstacles. 
 

Refreshments were available and a 
selection of arts and crafts  
produced by service users at their 
Centres at Saxongate and Papworth 
Everard were on sale. There were 
also displays giving information 
about Papworth Trust and the 
services it provides, including  
learning skills, adapted housing and 
employment programmes. 
 
 

 Quotes from the  
performers: 
 
 

Brian Holley said, "It's thought 
provoking and will get people 
thinking about the true meaning 
of Christmas" 
 

Mike Collins said, "It was an 
awkward process but we got 
there in the end." 
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Coming soon.. to a library near you! 
 

Yes, we are going on the road! There are over 30 local 
libraries around Cambridgeshire, from Sawston to  
Wisbech, and the Opportunities Trust will be visiting as 
many as we can manage in the coming year,  
starting with Ely, March, Huntingdon, Wisbech, St Ives, 
St Neots and central Cambridge. Dates will be  
confirmed, but watch out for us! We will be there to let 
you know about Self-Directed Support and where you 
can find information about our members, to answer 
your questions and to take your feedback.   

 

WATCH THIS WATCH THIS WATCH THIS WATCH THIS 
SPACE!SPACE!SPACE!SPACE!    

Visit our website at www.opportunitiestrust.org.uk 



You didn’t tell us what you want, what you really, You didn’t tell us what you want, what you really, You didn’t tell us what you want, what you really, You didn’t tell us what you want, what you really, 
really want, but it’s never too late, so...really want, but it’s never too late, so...really want, but it’s never too late, so...really want, but it’s never too late, so...    
  

What we need to know from you is what services you would like? 
What sort of things would you use these services for? What 
would you expect to pay per hour? For example, if we had a PA 
Database, how would you use it? If we had a Payroll Service, 
what would that be worth to you? In what areas would you like to 
improve your skills through Training?  
To send us your views, please email  
christine.fraser@opportunitiestrust.org.uk   
 

Visit our website at www.opportunitiestrust.org.uk 
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROMOTING SERVICESMORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROMOTING SERVICESMORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROMOTING SERVICESMORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROMOTING SERVICES    
You can now advertise in this newsletter.  
 

Our members tell us their first priority for us is to help them market their services 
effectively. This newsletter is distributed by email to around 500 individuals ~ both 
service users and providers, but if you know about these things, you’ll realise that 
the readership is probably significantly greater as people forward things on. 
Clearly, there is an opportunity here for advertising, as a service for providers and 
to our readers, and the income generated will contribute a small amount to our 
sustainability, as indicated below.       

 

Advertising RatesAdvertising RatesAdvertising RatesAdvertising Rates    
 
 

         Members   Non-Members 
 

  ¼ page       £25               £50 
  ½ page       £50               £85 
  Full pg       £100             £150 

 
 
 

Free Services 
 
 

�Brief job vacancy ads 
�Items for the Events Calendar 

�Editorialin w 
 

.For enquiries, or to advertise in  
future issues, please contact 

info@opportunitiestrust.org.uk  

Advertising space will be limited in 
each issue. All submissions will be 
subject to approval and may have 

to be edited..  



CARE FARMINGCARE FARMINGCARE FARMINGCARE FARMING    

 

~ Combining care of the 
land with care of people, 
in a setting where they 
feel safe, respected and  
engaged in meaningful  
activity. 
 
 

~ Using commercial 
farms, woodlands and market gardens 
as a base for  
promoting mental and physical health 
through normal farming activity. 
 

~ A partnership between farmers,  
participants and health & social care 
agencies that develops people's  
potential rather than focusing on their 
limitations.  
 

 Many of our members recognise and 
utilise the benefits of interaction with 
animals and horticultural therapy in 
their work. Cambridgeshire is to  
acquire a new venture concentrating 
on this approach: Woodside Rural 
Care CIC.  
 

There is an increasing awareness and 
interest from the farming community in 
this opportunity for diversification in 
the countryside. The National Care 
Farm Initiative (www.NCFI.org.uk) has 
received funding to promote and  
support farmers and smallholders and 
the emergence of a new regional 
group, East Anglia Care Farm Group 
and the investment by the West Mid-
lands in their area is a reflection of 
growing interest. Other countries are 
way ahead of the UK, with 1,000 + 
thriving Care Farms in the Netherlands 
and numbers rising steadily. 

 

Woodside has arisen out of an  
association with the entrepreneurial 
farmers committed to a profound 
change in agricultural practices and 
community: “Agrarian Renaissance 
reconnecting people, land and food” 
(www.agrarianrenaissance.co.uk).  
 

Rural Care embraces the principles of 
producing local food and produce, as 
well as enhancing the life of all those 
involved – surely an echo of the  
sentiments of us all in our various 
endeavors.  
 

We wish this new venture our best 
when they launch at their Open Day 
on 26th February. Woodside wish to 
extend an invitation to anyone who 
would like to attend. If you would like 
to go, please drop them an email to 
woodside@fastmail.fm   

Visit our website at www.opportunitiestrust.org.uk 
Opportunities Trust News - Issue 7, December 2009                                                                                                                                          Page 4 

What is Care Farming?  

www.woodsideruralcare.org.uk 

 

North of Cambridge, workers at 
Snakehall Farm experience many 
barriers due to their learning 
difficulties, but they have a twenty 
year history of harvesting 
achievement and encouraging the 
confidence and self esteem of their  
co-workers. The farm started with a 
£4,000 grant and now supports 10 
placements per day, has a commercial 
gardening team, accredited training 
packages and a successful organic 
market garden, selling produce to 
wholesale and local markets.  

www.prospectstrust.org.uk  



 

Visit our website at www.opportunitiestrust.org.uk 
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Charlie James from Chatteris plays 
fullback for the England Deaf Rugby 

Union team and was 
nominated for ‘The Liam 
Fairhurst Award’ for  
Sporting Endeavour at 
the recent Ely Standard 
Sports Awards.  

 

The Shoe Tree in Ely sponsored the 
award which was to recognise  
outstanding sporting endeavour by 
someone who has achieved against 
the odds or in difficult circumstances. 
He was up against strong competition 
but was chosen as the winner by the 
judges for his achievements in rugby.  

 

Charlie has been playing for England 
since he was 18, and has also been 
involved with Fendis for some time. 
He gave a fantastic speech at their 
AGM last year about how rugby has 
been a positive influence in his life, 
giving great insight to the social  
benefits of taking part in sport and the 
confidence that the game has given 
him, both on and off the pitch. He also 
explained how clubs can easily  
become more accessible, and talked 
about  the pride that representing 
England has given him.  

 

Charlie is also a Level 1 coach and 
was brilliant at the Fendis Golf Day 
earlier this year, where he introduced 
TAG rugby which proved to be very 
popular.  

 

More Great Sporting News 
in Cambridgeshire! 

Charlie with his award, and his mum, Sue.   

 

The England Deaf Rugby team took on 
the Ely Tigers recently and beat the 
home team 19-5. This is the second 
time this year that the two  teams have 
met and Ely Rugby club have always 
been extremely welcoming.  

 

Ely Rugby Club welcome people of 
all abilities. For more details, please 
visit their website.  

For more information about England 
Deaf Rugby Union, you can visit 
their website, or contact Sue at 
susanelizabethjames@btinternet.com 

www.elyrufc.co.uk 

www.englanddeafrugby.com  

With thanks to Annette Fontaine, 
Sports Inclusion Officer at Fenland & 

East Cambs District Councils for 
original material.  
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EVENTS CALENDAREVENTS CALENDAREVENTS CALENDAREVENTS CALENDAR...        
 
 

25th January (book by 15th Jan) 
3rd Sector Recession Busting Event 
Burgess Hall, St Ivo Centre,  
Westwood Road, St Ives, PE27 6WU  
9.00am - 2.00pm, FREE  
Request booking forms from 
CambsACRE - Tel: 01353 860850  
bookings@cambsacre.org.uk  
 

30th January  
GOALBALL 
Peterborough Goalball Club,  
Stanground Sports Centre  
11.00 - 1.00pm, Ages 8+  
Steve Snelling - Tel: 01487 843344  
steve@britishblindsport.org.uk  
 
 

 
 

26th February  
OPEN DAY 
Woodside Rural Care,  
32 South Road, Gt Abington, CB21 6AU  
10.00am - 1.00pm, RSVP  
Tel: 01223 894188  
woodside@fastmail.fm  

23rd December  
CHRISTMAS FUN DAY 
Soft play, fun sports and swimming at  
Newmarket Leisure Centre  
12.00 - 3.00pm, Ages 8-16, £5  
Activities Unlimited -Tel: 01473 832971 

11th January (for 10 weeks) 
Literacy, Numeracy & IT Classes 
for learners who have been out of full-
time learning for three years+ 
The Learning Centre, Abbey Stadium 

1.00 - 3.00pm, FREE 
Tel: 01223 712340 
 

17th January 
Festive Fun Bowls Afternoon  
March Indoor Bowls Club, 
Robingoodfellows Lane, March  
2.00 pm, £5, Fancy dress optional 
David Austin - Tel: 01223 712340 

DECEMBER 

FEBRUARY 

SNIPPETS... 
 

TALENT 2012: PARALYMPIC POTENTIAL - SIGN-UP NOW! 
 

33% of British Paralympic medallists in Beijing were part of an 
elite funded programme for less than 2 years and 15 of the British 
Gold medal champions were first time paralympians.  
 

If you are aged 15-35, have an impairment, a UK passport, a sporting background 
and the desire to find out if you've got what it takes to win Paralympic gold in  
London 2012, then they want to hear from you! 
 

Register online BEFORE 11th JANUARY at www.uksport.gov.uk/talent 

CAMBS COUNTY COUNCIL PROVIDER BRIEFING - ISSUE 6 
Attached with this newsletter is the latest edition of CCC’s ‘Provider Briefing’ 
with updates on the introduction of Self-Directed Support in Cambridgeshire. 

JANUARY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

& HAPPY NEW YEAR 


