Opportunities Trust News

We Are Launched

Please forgive us while we
boast a little, but we were
so pleased with the support
we received for our Launch
Event in November that we
feel like crowing.

We were expecting around
thirty people, but more than
seventy braved the soggy
weather to hear
presentations from Mark
Briggs (Opportunities Trust
Vice Chair), Claire Bruin

(Director of Adult Services,
Cambridgeshire County
Council) and Helena Harris
(Head of Learning for Life &
Work, Papworth Trust).

Heading the bill was Jamie Fitt,
supported by his mother,
Marian, who kindly agreed to be
interviewed about their
Personal Budget experiences.

Our thanks go to all our guests
and speakers, and to our
caterer for the legendary
bangers and mash!

Andrew Gardner, Headway Cambridgeshire and Des Trollip, Rowan
Humberstone ~ first members of the Opportunities Trust ~ with our
Development team (L to R): Sam Sherratt (Red2Green), Mark Briggs
(CCCQC), Chris Fraser (Opp Trust) & Helena Harris (Papworth Trust)
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Opportunities
Trust member
benefits
include:

. support for
service providers
to meet the
needs of a
changing market

- marketing
opportunities via
the web-site and
directory

- bi-monthly
newsletter

- knowledge
sharing

. support with
evidencing
quality

. focused
training events

Visit www.,
opportunities
trust.org.uk
for more info.
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New Members

You can see from the photograph on
the front page that we have begun the
process of building our membership.
The more members we have, the
greater the benefit to service users
wishing to access high quality services
in Cambridgeshire, and the greater the
choice. For service providers, there will
be more opportunities for learning, for
generating ideas and for

partnership working.

In the few weeks since our launch, we
have received 21 signed membership
applications with a further 11 providers
telling us that they will be sending in
their forms. There are hundreds more
out there, and we're excited by the
potential this brings into the mix.

Membership for a service provider
organisation is per location, but we will
look at applications for Associate
Membership on a case-by-case basis.
Memberships for service users and
carers are free. Please do get in touch.

Current List of Members*

O.W.L.
Cam Sight
Red2Green

Headway Cambridgeshire
Rowan Humberstone
Papworth Trust

Arts and Minds Branching Out
Darwin Nurseries TACT East
Cambridge Housing Society FACET
Cambridgeshire Mencap Scope
Prospects Trust Thera Trust
Granta Housing Society

West Anglia Crossroads

Advantage Healthcare

Hope Social Enterprises

* Service providers only.

Coming in future issues..
- News from our AGM

. The experiences of a service user
already receiving their Personal
Budget

. “Why we joined the Opportunities
Trust”, an article by a prominent
member

. Useful Articles List

If you have any suggestions for items
you would find useful in this
newsletter, please let us know.
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To add your name to this list, please
contact Christine Fraser at.....
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