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A network of providers has joined
forces to offer people with a
personal budget in Cambridgeshire
a wide choice of activities and
support. The Opportunities Trust
has more than 40 members,
ranging from care homes to
community radio stations. It was set
up to prepare for the change in the
way people are supported with the
move away from day centres
towards personal budgets.

People with learning or physical
disabilities, mental health problems
and older people will be able to use
the Trust to access information on
support available, as well as being
assured that any activities and
support they do purchase are of a
high standard.

Carers and service users sit on the
Trust's board. Workshops and focus
groups involving service users are
being held to identify gaps in
provision. The Trust will be a centre
point for service users to access
leisure activities, education,
personal support and help into
employment.

Informat_ion éj\

Many people do not have easy access to
a computer and the internet, so as well as
the information available on our website
about members’ services in the districts
around Cambridgeshire, we are producing
information packs which will be made
available across the county at points
where people visit in person.

These places will include doctors’
surgeries, libraries, Citizen’s Advice
Bureau offices, and other information
points.

Members, if you have not yet provided
your information to go onto the website,
our deadline for gathering your details for
the information packs is the end of June.

If you have provided your information
already, please check that it is up to date,
and let us have any revisions before the
end of June.

We will be in touch by phone as well, to
make sure you are aware of this
opportunity to make information about
your services more widely available.

Once again, the cut off date for getting
your details to us is...
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An event on 15th August
for young people who
are making plans for
their adult lives.

Organisations from all sectors
involved with supporting children,
young people and adults will be
joining together for this occasion for
young people and their families at..
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The Opportunities Trust has
negotiated space for a Market
place, where members of the
Trust can have a stall (free of
charge), so that individuals can
come and talk to you and find out
about the services you offer.

Members will also have the option
to advertise at discounted rates in
the full colour A4 event
programme, as follows:

$&' ()
*$$' (+

BOOKING

To secure your free Marketplace stall or
reserve your advertising space, please
contact Christine Fraser on 01480 423056,
or by email at
christine.fraser@opportunitiestrust.org.uk

The Burgess Hall,
St lves
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Coming soon...

The nature of Self-Directed Support will lead to
people wanting to buy short slots of time for help
with a variety of tasks.

To help with this, the Opportunities Trust is
proposing to offer a ‘virtual agency’... a directory
on our website of PAs (personal assistants) who
are employed by the service providers in our
membership.

This is a work-in-progress, and we wanted to
give you the chance to help us shape the idea.

Essentially, we will hold a list of who is available where and when, and what their
skills, qualifications and interests are, so that service users can find someone
suitable for their needs in the right location. The PA would then be engaged by
contract with their employer who would be a member of the Opportunities Trust.

So.. members.. do you have qualified, fully-checked individuals on your staff who
would like to work a few extra hours?

We have already received some very interesting thoughts and questions for us to
mull over as we develop this idea, but we would always welcome further
feedback, especially if you are someone who would consider using this

service.

Do you have any comments or concerns about this idea that you would like to
share with us?

If you have any feedback about this proposal, or you would like to register your
interest, please contact Christine Fraser on 01480 423056, or by email on
christine.fraser@opportunitiestrust.org.uk.

An event took place at

Newmarket on 20th May, organised by Essex County Council, attracting around
230 Self-Directed Support programme managers from local authorities across the
Eastern region, although many attended from much further afield to share their
learning and experiences on their own journeys to personalisation.

The Opportunities Trust had a stand in their Marketplace, where we had our award
proudly on display. Funny, though, most people were more interested in our free
Support Planning Guide. Hmmm.
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